
 
 
Arctic SDI 

Newsletter Arctic SDI 1/2012 

 

Dear all 

This will be the first official attempt on a newsletter for the Arctic SDI Board, Advisory Group, 

Steering Committee, Reference Group, and the Working Group. I have also sent it out the members 

of our meetings, and people with interest in the project. 

It’s been two weeks since the last Steering Committe meeting in Copenhagen, where the main 

purpose of the meeting was:  

“Overviewing the present situation with focus on the prototype of the Arctic SDI established by the 

Working Group (WG), manning – importance for the further progress of the project. 

Planning the nearest future – focus on the forthcoming Board Meeting.” 

Since the beginning (for Owe and me) during a GITBarents meeting in Apatity, Russia in January 2008, 

we have come far. So far, that a short summary of things accomplished would no longer be a 

summary, but a book!  

So, it might be about time to start with a monthly newsletter  

In this newsletter, I will focus on the last meetings and progress in the progress, and I will try to gaze 

into the nearest future as well. 

We now have a fully functional Working Group, with members from all our participating nations 

(thank you Fredrik for making this happen!)  

We also have a network of “acknowledged professionals”, our Advisory Group, chaired by DR Fraser 

Taylor. Being one part of the PMG, I would pay my gratitude to the work being done by Fraser, 

important for the progress of the project! 

And, with a Board, chaired by Magnus Gudmundsson, the next big happening will be the upcoming 

Board meeting in Reykjavik, hosted by Magnus. This will be the first official Board meeting, and it will 

in some way finalize the organizational work since January 2008 where I remember Arctic SDI plans 

being written on napkins in a hotel room at 0200 in the morning in a Swedish-Norwegian early 

version of PMG. 

This would of course not be made possible if we did not have a fully functional Steering Committee 

with our national representatives “taking care of business” in each country. 

In Copenhagen, Fredrik presented the joint steps being made by our newly established Workgroup. 

This is in fact the first version of the world’s largest SDI! What we do is historical, it has never been 

done before, and it will stand as the best possible reference dataset in the Arctic (yes, it may sound a 

bit exaggerated, but it is in fact the truth). 

People “outside” our mapping community recently told me “The Arctic SDI is historical, you have 

made it possible to gather the 8 Arctic Nations Mapping Authorities around the table, where each 
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one of them agrees to work together to establish a joint reference map in the Arctic”. Yes, we are 

also being followed globally, not only by people “inside” our Mapping community, but also by the 

industry, the NGO’s, and even media. Last week, I was contacted by a journalist working for the 

Economist, wanting to talk about the Arctic SDI. This shows a huge interest for what we do, and it will 

help us in doing what we do even better! It will be interesting to follow this, and to see if we make it 

for an article in the Economist. 

But, to get in to what has happened, and what will happen in the nearest future. This year started 

out with the Technical workshop in Reston US. Chaired by Fredrik, we had three days of progression 

within the technical work, and Fraser, Owe and myself managed to have good meetings with the 

Directors office as well. Main topic – further cooperation and extended resources to ensure progress. 

And, for those of you outside the Steering Committee, we had a two day meeting in Copenhagen on 

the 21th and 22th of February. As mentioned the main topic was the technical work being done, and 

the upcoming Board meeting. Fredrik gave us all a good presentation, summing up the work of the 

Workgroup so far, with a demonstration of the very first version of a beta version (if you could call a 

portal that..) 

 Fredrik is now keeping a “tight leash” on the working group, ensuring progress of the portal. It will 

be fun to follow this work, and next week, I will meet up with Owe and Fredrik and Trond (my 

Tromsø-based technical colleague) in Kiruna to look further into the upcoming technical work. 

Working on a project like this, the usergroups are of great importance for us, to make sure we do the 

right thing, and give them something that can be used. We will therefore aim to have a tighter 

cooperation with the usergroups themselves. During upcoming events like Polarforum and the SAO 

meeting in Stockholm, we will meet with representatives from the users. You can find more 

information about these events here http://www.polar.se/polarforum/polarforum-2012 and here 

http://www.arctic-council.org/index.php/en/about/meetings-overview/stockholm-sao-2012 . Owe 

and will give an Arctic SDI presentation during Polarforum, and Bengt Kjellson, DG of Lantmäteriet 

will present the Arctic SDI during the SAO meeting. The presentation during the SAO meeting is to 

give an update of the Arctic SDI since our first presentation for the Arctic Council during the SAO 

meeting in Copenhagen in November 2009. We are grateful to have Bengt Kjellson giving the 

presentation. 

The SAO meeting will be followed by the Board meeting in Reykjavik, where Russia, Canada, the US 

will join Magnus (representing the Nordic Director Generals) for their first official meeting. I will 

represent the Project Management Group to give a status of the work so far, and the further plans to 

be accomplished. This will indeed be a historical meeting, and we do look forward to it. 

I am not going to bore you all with a long newsletter, but I hope I have managed to mention some 

things, and I do hope that all of you will put aside some time to read through this, and to send it to 

colleagues and friends with interest in the Arctic SDI. 

Thank you 

Martin Skedsmo 

Project Management Group 
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