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Operational Policies
1. What are geospatial operational policies?
Geospatial operational policies are a broad range of practical instruments such as guidelines, best practices, directives, procedures and manuals that address topics related to the lifecycle of geospatial information (i.e., collection, management, dissemination, and use) and help facilitate access to and use of location-based information. These policies apply to the day-to-day business of organizations and address legal and administrative requirements, and make issues such as data access, quality, ownership and integrity easier to manage.

2. Importance of geospatial operational policies
Geospatial operational policies are essential to eliminating barriers and enabling users to exchange location-based information effectively and efficiently. Technology and standards have removed many of the technical barriers to sharing geospatial data. However, some operational policies have not kept pace with the demands of a changing environment. New practical instruments on key topics that impact geospatial information are needed to promote data exchange and integration and to ensure that social and economic decisions are taken with the benefit of the best available information.
The following key policy topics and trends impact spatial data infrastructures:
	Legal/Administrative
	Technological/Trends

	· Ethical Legal Practices 
· Confidential, Secure, and Sensitive Information 
· Privacy 
· Intellectual Property 
· Licensing 
· Data Sharing 
· Liability 
· Archiving and Preservation 
· Data Quality 
	· Open Data 
· Volunteered Geographic Information (VGI) 
· Open Source Software 
· Web 2.0 and the GeoWeb 
· Cloud Computing 
· Mobile and Location-based Services 
· High Resolution Imagery 
· Mass Market Geomatics 
· Data Integration 



3. Operational Policy Documents:
Protected Information
· Confidential information 
· Sensitive Information 
· Private information 
· Intellectual Property 
Access, Management and Dissemination
· Archiving and Preservation 
· Data Integration 
· Data Sharing 
· Licensing 
· Volunteered Geographic Information (VGI) 
· Cloud Computing 
· Free and Open Source Software (FOSS) 
· Licensing 
Source: http://www.nrcan.gc.ca/earth-sciences/geomatics/canadas-spatial-data-infrastructure/8902

