[image: image1.wmf] 

Arctic

 

SDI

 



MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 
between
The Earth Sciences Sector of the Department of Natural Resources Canada,
the Danish Geodata Agency, the National Land Survey of Finland, the Government of Greenland, the National Land Survey of Iceland, the Norwegian Mapping Authority, the Federal Service for State Registration, Cadastre and Mapping of the Russian Federation, 
the Swedish Mapping, Cadastral and Land Registration Authority, the United States Geological Survey 
                                            concerning
CO-OPERATION IN THE DEVELOPMENT OF AN ARCTIC SPATIAL DATA INFRASTRUCTURE

The Earth Sciences Sector of the Department of Natural Resources Canada,
the Danish Geodata Agency, the National Land Survey of Finland, the Government of Greenland, the National Land Survey of Iceland, the Norwegian Mapping Authority, the Federal Service for State Registration, Cadastre and Mapping of the Russian Federation, 
the Swedish Mapping, Cadastral and Land Registration Authority, the United States Geological Survey 
hereinafter referred to as the “Participants”
Considering that the Arctic Spatial Data Infrastructure (Arctic-SDI) is a complex of spatial information resources, organizational structures, technologies of creation, processing and exchange of spatial data, that provides broad access and efficient use of spatial data for the Arctic, 

Considering that mutual benefits would result from the establishment of a cooperative framework providing national geospatial map data for the analysis and monitoring of the Arctic environment and resources, 

Having determined that the primary objectives of their co-operation are the access and distribution of national geospatial datasets through an Arctic-SDI,  

Stating their mutual desire to develop, maintain and administer the Arctic-SDI and provide national geospatial information and associated systems for the sharing of relevant reference data,  
Wishing to contribute to the advancement of scientific co-operation and reinforcing and strengthening the links among them, 

Have reached the following understanding:

1. The objective of this Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) is the access and distribution, of national geospatial datasets through an Arctic-SDI on the basis of equality and mutual benefit.

2. The Participants understand that data under this MOU may include the following:

(a) relevant national cartographic data;

(b) other types of data (such as land cover & hydrology);

(c) other areas of mutual interest within the framework of development of the Arctic-SDI as they may determine.

3. The Participants understand that their co-operation in the development, maintenance and administration of the Arctic-SDI may include the following forms:

(a) exchange of cartographic and other necessary information;

(b) education and training for work with the Arctic-SDI;

(c) liaison with industrial, academic, professional and other organizations that participate in the Arctic-SDI;

(d) organizational and support of technical seminars and meetings;

(e) encouragement of co-operation regarding consulting services, technology assessment and applications development; and

(f) other forms of co-operation as they may determine.

4. The Participants intend to designate appropriate representatives to identify co-operative activities and details of implementation of this MOU.

5. The Participants intend to conclude Implementing Arrangements for each of their activity of co-operation identified in paragraph 3 that will set forth the timing and scope of the specific forms of co-operation and any other matters on which their consent may be desirable.

6. (a) Each Participant intends to pay for the cost it incurs in the application of this MOU unless otherwise decided upon in writing under an Implementing Arrangement. 

(b) The Participants intend to ensure that all costs or estimated costs are detailed in the Implementing Arrangements. 

(c) The Participants understand that their activities are subject to the availability of their respective funds and resources.

7. (a) This MOU will enter into operation upon signature by all Participants and will remain in operation for five (5) years, unless extended or discontinued by the Participants.

(b) The Participants may amend this MOU or extend its application upon their mutual consent in writing.

(c) A Participant may cease its cooperation under this MOU by giving a three (3) months written notice to the other Participants.

(d) This MOU is not legally binding.

Signed in nine (9) originals at……………………in the English, French and Russian languages.

For the Earth Sciences Sector of the Department of Natural Resources Canada
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For Geodatastyrelsen- The Danish Geodata Agency
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	Signature & clarification of signature


For Maanmittauslaitos - National Land Survey of Finland
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	Signature & clarification of signature


For the Government of Greenland
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	Signature & clarification of signature


For Landmælingar Íslands - National Land Survey of Iceland
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	Signature & clarification of signature


For Kartverket– Norwegian Mapping Authority
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	Signature & clarification of signature


For Rosreestr - The Federal Service for State Registration, Cadastre and Mapping 
(the Russian Federation)
	
	
	

	Date
	
	Signature & clarification of signature


For Lantmäteriet - the Swedish mapping, cadastral and land registration authority
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	Signature & clarification of signature


For U.S. Geological Survey – Office of the Director
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